GIANT RAFt.

as the Indians say, is prepared from the sap of one of
the euphorbiacese and the juice of a bulbous strychnos,
not to mention the paste of venomous ants and poisonous
serpent fangs which they mix with it

"It is indeed a terrible poison," said Manoel. "It
attacks at once those nerves by which the movements are
subordinated to the will. But the heart is not touched,
and it does not cease to beat until the extinction of the
vital functions, and besides no antidote is known to the
poison, which commences by numbness of the limbs,"

Very fortunately, these Muras made no hostile de-
monstrations, although they entertain a profound hatred
towards the whites. They have, in truth, no longer the
courage of their ancestors.

At nightfall a five-holed flute was heard behind the trees
in the island, playing several airs in a minor key. Another
flute answered. This interchange of musical phrases lasted
for two or three minutes, and the Muras disappeared.

Fragoso, in an exuberant moment, had tried to reply
by a song in his own fashion, but Lina had clapped her
hand on his mouth, and prevented his showing off his
insignificant singing talents, which he was so willingly
lavish of.

On the 2nd of August, at three o'clock in the afternoon,
the raft arrived twenty leagues away from there at Lake
Appara, which is fed by the black waters of the river of the